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SEN ATE CHAMBER, ( 
Au~'TIN, TEXAS, Friday, February 17, 1871. ) 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; Hon. Don Campbell, Pres-
ident, in d1.e chair. 

Roll called ; quorum present. 
Absent-Senator Dohoney. 
Absent-(excused)-Senators Clark and Tendick. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
On motion of Senator Flanagan the reading of the journal was 

dispensed with. 
On mo~ion of Senator Douglass Senator Dohoney was excused 

from attendance for the day. 
On motion of Senator Pickett Senator Ford was excused from 

serving on the Select Committee to visit Hill and Walker counties. 
On motion of Senator Douglass Senator Braughton was excused 

from serving on Select Committee to visit Hill and Walker coun
ties. 

The Secretary carried to the House for concurrence, 
Senate bill No. 17, " An act to incorporate the Galveston Sea

mens' Home ; " 
Also, Senate bill No. 156, "An act to be entitled 'An act to 

invest the perpetual school fund ; ' " 
Also, informing the House the Senate had passed House joint 

resolution No. 5, ''Authorizing the Engrossing and Enrolling Clerks 
of this Legislature to occupy the State Library for the performance 
of their clerical duties ; " 

Also, House bill No. 72, ': An ac~ to incorporate the Jefferson 
Gas Light Company." 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

· By Senator B!ker : petition of the citizens of McCulloch county, 
asking thitt their county be organized. 

Read and referred to Committee on Judiciary. 
Senator Mills presented the following petition~ and asked that it 

be spread on the journals : 

Col. J. S. MILL8 : 

COURTNEY, GRIMES COUNTY, TEXA:::, ( 
February, 1871. ~ 

DEAR SIR : I have the honor to address your honorable body 
with a few lines of information regarding a meeting of many citi-
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zen.s of Precinct No. 5, held for the benefit of good Republicans of 
this community, and to petition your honorable body for a. standin~ 
police in Precinct No. 5. I have understo?d that the humble peti
tion did come before you, and that you did refuse to present the 
petition, and had paid no a~tention to the petit

1
ion .. 

l\Ir. 'Mills we do not behe,·e n word of it. ::Nothmg but the damn
ing proof wi'n ever make us believe it-it is our duty to believe bet
ter thinl!S of such an honorable gentleman as yourself. 

Colo1~cl :\!ills, the meeting was held for this purpose : to stop 
firing shot-guns and six-shootz:rs on Sunday, in time of the colo1·ed 
people meetings and gambling near the chul'ches in the woods. 

'l'hc petition was sent directly to General Davidson by the citi
zens of Precinct No. 5, praying that the humLle petition would be 
accepted by your honorable body. 

Colonel, I will come to a close, after saying a few more words. 
The citizens have, I see, recommended me to the General for the ap
pointment ; so I hope that you will take tLe matter under your 
bumble consideration. 

I hope to hear from your honorable body soon, or see the appoint
ment, which I will consider a true favor from your honorable body. 

This is from 
Yours respectfully, 

And most.obedient, 
And long wisb:ng friend, 

A. W. BOOKMAN, 
On motion of Senator l\Iills, referred to Committee on State 

Affairs. 

REPORTS OF STANDl~G COMMITTEES. 
I 

Reports of Committees on State Affairs : 
Co:\fMITTEE Roo111, 

Hon. DON CAMPBELL. 
AL'STI:-t February 16, 1871. 

President of the Senate: 
Sm: Your Committee on State Affairs to whom was referred 

Senate bill No. 89, entitled "An act to inc'orporate the West Texas 
Road Steamer 1:ransportat!on Company:" have duly considered the. 
same, and herewith r.cport It back, recommending its passage. 

Report read, and laid over under the rules. 

S. W. FORD, 
Chairman. 
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Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 

COMMITTEE RooM, 
AUSTIN, February 16, 1871. 

President of the Senate : 
SIR: Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred 

Senate bill No. 65, entitled '~ An act to prevent the sale of vinous, 
spirituous and malt liquors within two miles of Eureka Mills in 
Harris county, have duly considered the same and recommend its 
passage, with the following amendments, to-wit: 

Amend section one in line five, by striking out all after the word 
"within," duwn to and including the word "company," and insert 
in lieu thereof the following words, " one mile of the seminary of 
learning, situated within the enclosure of the Eureka Mills, and 
whenever the seminary of learning is discontinued for the period of 
twelve months, &aid act shall be null and void." · 

S. W. FORD, 
Chairman. 

Report read and laid over under the rules. 
CoMMITTE1<: Ro~M, 

AUSTIN, Februllry 16, 1871. 
Ho~. DON CA:VlPBELL, 

President of the Senate : 
Sm: Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred 

Senat.e bill No. 53, entitled "An act for the relief of Helen F. 
Clarke, widow of Gaylord J. Clarke, late judge of the Twenty-fifth 
Judicial District;" 

Also, Senate bill No. 82, entitled "An act for the relief of Mrs. 
Amerian P. McCall," have duly considered the same, and are of the 
opinion that granting the relief therein asked for, involves points of 
constitutional law that your committee are not prepared to act upon, 
therefore your committee report the said bills Nos. 53 and 82 back, 
and ~k their reference to the Judiciary Committee. 

S. W. FORD, 
Chairman. 

On motion of Senator Ford, the rules were suspended to consider 
the report of Committee on State Affairs. 
: Report adopted and Senate bills Nos. [ 3 and 82 referred to Com

mittee on Judiciary. 
Message from the <tovernor by his private secretary: 

EXECUTIV~~ DEPARTMENT, 
AUSTIN, February 16, 1871. 

-To the honorable Senate of the State of Texas : 
GENTLEMEN: I respcctful1y ask your advice and consent to the 

fullowing appointment, to-wit : 
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John B. Rector, vice J. W: Thu~m~nd, resigned, Judge of the 
District Court for the Thirty-first District. 

Respectfully 
[Signed] EDMUND J. DA VIS, 

Governor. 
Read and referred to Committee on Nominations. 

BILLS AND REBOLUTIONS. 

By Senator Bowers: a bill (Senate bill No. 161) to be entitled 
u An act to amend 'An act prescribing the times of holding the dis
trict courts in the several judicial districts in the State,' approved 
August 15, 1870." 

Read first time. 
·On motion of 8enator Bowers. the rules were suspended, and Sen

ate bill .No. 161 was read the second time, ordered engrossed and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Senator Bowers, the ru1es were further suspended, 
Senate bill No. 161 read third time and passed. 

By Senater Bowers: a bill (Senate bill No. 162) to be entitled 
"An act to amend 'An act to provide for districting the State of 
Texas into judicial districts,' approved July 2, 1870.'' 

Read first time. 
On motion of Senator Powers, the rules were suspended, Senate 

bill No. 162 read second time, ordered engrossed and passed to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Senator Bowers, the rules were further suspended, 
Senate bill No. 162 read third time and passed. 

By Senator Saylor: a bill (Senate bill No. 163) to be entitled 
"An act to incorporate the Central Bank of Bryan, Texas." 

Read first time, and referred to Committee on Finance. 
By Senator Flanagan: a bill (Senate bill No. 164) to be enti

titled "An act to establish a ferry across Sabine river at or near 
Fredonia, Rusk county, Texas." 

Read first time, and referred to Committee on R•:ids, Bridges a!!d. 
Ferries. 

Ry Senator Douglass: a bill (Senate bill No. 165) to be entitled 
'~An act to incorporate the Tyler Heal Estate and Banking Associn.-: 
t10n." · 

Read fi!"st time, and referred to Committee on Judiciary. t 

By Senator Rawson: a bill (Senate bill No. 166) to be entitled 
"An act to organize and maintain a system of public free schools ia· 
the State of Texas," . 

Read first time and referred to the Committee on Education. · . 



SENATE JOURNAL. 263 

GENERAL FILE. 

8enate hi11 No. 56, "An act for the relief of Moses L. Patton," 
Read se-,ond time, ordered engrossed and passed to a third read

ing. 
On motion of Senator Flanagan, the rules were suspended and 

Senate bill No. 56 read third time, and passed by the following 
vote: 

Yeas-Mr. President, Baker, BeII, Bowers, Braughton, Cole, 
Dillard, Douglass, Evans, Flanagan, Ford, Fountain, Gaines, Hall, 
Hertz'Jerg, Hillebrandt, Mills, Parsons, Pettit, Pridgen, Rawson, 
Ruby, Saylor, Shannon-24. 

Nays-Latimer. · 
Message from the House, by Chief Clerk, transmitting the follow

ing bil~s: 
House bill No. 41, "An act to repeal an act entitled 'An act to 

prevent the sale of vinous, spirituous or other iut:::xicating liquors 
within one mile of the centre of the town of Alto, Cherokee county, 
in the State of '.l'exas,' approv:d December 11, 1861;" 

Also, Rous:: bill No. 48, "An act granting to Robert Fitzhugh 
and others, authority to build a bridge across the east fork of the 
Trinity river;" 

Also, House biJI No. 621 "An act to re~eal an act to amend the 
twenty-second section of an act to regulate railroad companies, ap
preved February 7, 1853, approved February 11, 1854;" 

Also, House bill No. 61, "An act to authorize Alexander Inglish 
to erect a toll bridge across Bois de Arc creek, in the county of Fan
nin, Texas;" 

Also, House bill No. 102, "An act to incorporate the city of Cal
vert, in Robertson county; " 

Also, House bill No. 112, "An act making an· approp::iation to 
complete and furnish the Supreme Court building at Austin, Texas;" 

Also, Romie bill No. 114, "An act to incorporate the Jefferson 
City Str:et Railway Company." 

General file resumed. 
Senate bill No. 38, " An act to incorporate the Kemper City 

Bridge Company." 
Read second time, ordered engrossed and passed to a third read

~g. 
; · On motiou of Senator Baker the rules were suspended, Senate 

lill No. 38 read third time and passed. 
Senate bill No. 4, "An act to incorporate the Island City Gas 

Company," read second time. 
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On motion of Senator Ruby the report of the Committee on 
State Affairs with amendment was adopted. 

Amend in section five, line three-stike out the word "ten" and 
inset t the word "five." 

On motion of Senator Ruby ordered engr~ssed and passed to a 
third readincr as amended. 

Report or° Committee on Enrollment: 
COMMITTEE RooM,, 

AusTrn, February 17, 1871. 
Hon. DON CAMPBELL. 

President of the Semte : 
Sm: Your Committee on Enro1lcd Bills have examined and 

find correctly enrolled Senate joint resolution No. 2, authorizing 
members of the Legislature to withdraw from the office of Socretary 
of State enrolled bill:; which failed to become laws at the last l'!ession 
of the Lecrislature, and to·day, at 11 o'clock and fifty-five minutes 
A . .M., pr~sented the same to the Governor for his approval. 

· B. J. PRIDGEN, Chairman. 
Report read and recci ved. 
General file resumed. 
Senate bill No. 11, "A bill for locating county seat of Hood coun

ty, Texl'!.s," read second time. 
:O:enator Shannon moved to lay Senate bill No. 11 on the table, 

which motion was adopted. 
Senate bill No. 13, an act to be entitled "An act to authorize the 

clerks of the district courts and the justices of the peace of the sev
eral counties, to issue executions after the adjournment of each term 
of their respective courts against the plaintiffs or defendant, for cost 
created by them in any suit or suits therein," re:id second time. 

Report of J udi 1~iary Committee with substitute read. 
On motion of Senator Ruby the repurt and substitute was adopted. 
On motion of Senator Ruby, substitute Senate bill No. lo ordered 

engrossed, and passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Senator Ruby the rules were suspended, and sub

stitute Senate bill No. 13 read third time and passed. 
12M. 

The hour having arrived for the consideration of the special order, 
~enate joint resolution No. 15, 

On motion it was postponed for fifteen minutes. 
On motion of Senator Evans the rules ·were suspended to take. 

from.file House ?ill No. 195, "An act to amend an act prescribing 
~he time of holdmg the di:;trict courts in the several judicial districtD 
m the State, approved A11gust 10, 1870." 

Read first time. 
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On. motio'l of S:mator Cole, the rules were further sus.i:lended, and 
House bill No. 195 read se~ond time and pissed to a third reading. 

On motion of S:mator Pyle the rules \vere further suspendeu, 
House bill No. 195 read thid time and passed. 

On motion of Senator Bowers a committee of three was appointed 
to visit S(!nator Clark and provide for his comfort during bis sick
ness. 

President appointed on said committee Senators Bowers, Flanagan 
and 1'ourrtain. 

On motion of Senator Flanagan, the rules were suspended to take 
from file House bill No. 161, "An act to amend an act entitled 
'An act to incorporate the Washington Fire Engine Company No. 
1, of the city of Austin,' approved July 19, 1870," 

Read first time. 
On motion of Senator Flanagan, the rules were further suspended 

1 and House bill No. 161 read second and third times and passed. 
Senator Bell called up bis resolution of yestc>rday, as follows : 
Resolved, 'rhat this Senate will take no business under considera

tion, except the general business of the State, until the general 
business of the State is disposed of. 

Senator Bell moved its adoption. 
Yeas and nays called for and lost by the following vote: 
Yeas-Mr. President, Bell, Dougla11s, Flanagan, Gaines, Hertz

berg, Hillebrandt, Parsons, Pettit, Pickett, Pridgen, Rawson-12. 
Nays-Baker, Bowers, Cole, Dillard, Evans, Ford, Fountain, 

Hall, Mills, Pyle, Ruby, Saylor, Shannon-13. 

12:15 O'CLOCK, P . .M. 
The hour having arrived for the postponed spPcial order, Senate 

joint resolution No. 15, Senator Saylor moved that it be postponed 
for fifteen minutes, which motion was lost. 

Special order Senate joint resolution No. 15, "Joint resolution 
instructing our Senators and requesting our i\.epresentatives in Con
gress to urge upon Congress the passage of a bill for more secure 
and reliable postal telegraph facilities," read second time. 

On motion of Senator Flanagan, the Senate went into Committee 
of the Whole to consider Senate joint resolution No. 15. 

IN SENATE. 
Senator Flanagan, Chairman of the Committee of the Whole, 

,having under consideration Senate joint resolution No. 15, rep0rted 
.the same back, recommending its passage. 
, , On motion of Senator Fount:iin, the report was received, a<i<l 
'Senate joint resolution No. 15 ordered engrossed and passed to a 
third reading. 

SJ-19 
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On motion of Senator Fountain the rules were suspended and 
Senate joint resolution. No. 15 res.cl third time and pa.'3sed. 

On motion of Senator .Bowers the Senate adjourned to 11 M.. A. 
to-morrow. 


